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9h50 - Welcome address by Thomas Tufte.

10:10 – Self introductions
10:30 – Presentation by Bodil Folke Frederiksen 
(Refer to Annex 1 for the presentation)

Leisure, Popular Culture and Public Spheres in Colonial Kenya, 1945-52
It is mainly a historical study talking about the creation of urban spaces, how and to whom discourses were addressed and how they were received.

Ethnicity and race has played a very important role especially in relation to the way media was produced, its use and its reception. Institutions were divided according to race and ethnicity and so were the media and urban spaces.

Institutions:

The colonial powers focused on the creation of subjects not citizens. The heart of the anti-colonial resistance structure was to insist upon the creation of citizens….

The colonials tried to create popular structure from above.

An important aspect is that the colonials encouraged the creation of institutions based on ethnic and tribal lines rather than nationalist institutions. This was a reflection of their general policy of divide and rule.

Even thought the cities were originally meant for just the whites, africans came to the cities primarily as work force.  A new modern division between work time and labour time was developed. Therefore the british had to consider how to occupy the africans outside work time. 

Thus they tried to control african leisure (not only in cities but also rural areas). It was not much of a success. 

Media:
Creation of news sheets, such as East African Standard … etc.

There was an emphasis on media (and education) in regional languages as opposed to in English.

Books (?)

The point of all this was evidently propaganda, i.e. to convince, to convert, to set up ideal models of behaviour as according to the colonials. 

Towards 1952, with the Mau Mau movement…..the country exploded….the focus really shifted from education to propaganda. 

African response:

African institutions came up in response to these policies. Nationalist organisations (despite the fact that they were prohibited by the British) came up. However, media, discourse etc was much more difficult to prohibit. The British could not prevent publications (neither in english nor in regional languages). There was a proliferation of political and nationalist newspapers.

The study essentially tries to see how the divide and rule philosophy was effective and the legacies it left behind. 

In terms of languages – vernacular education was promoted. English as a language was not encouraged for mass education. The general idea behind that being that it was not necessary for Africans to learn English as that might then lead them to aspire to europoean jobs/lifestyle and compete with Europeans.

Moral ethnicity versus political tribalism – i.e. the dynamics between the good side of ethnicity (i.e. core moral values) and it bad side (how it can be exploited to divide people). 

Discussion: 

Oscar: 

- Asked for an elaboration of the Mau Mau, and detention camps with ethnic cleansing that were mentioned.

Bodil replied saying that it was only in such detention camps where the colonials were able to successfully implement their planned leisure policies. It is rather ironic that all these colonial initiatives of moralising leisure did not work anywhere else, that the only place they worked were in forms of prisons. 

- Made a comment on the role of Kiswahili. Was it a language of resistance? Was it more rather the language of oppression since it was the British who imposed the language as a sort of lingua franca? 
Nkosi:

- Commented upon how the creation of public sphere was a challenge…….especially a political public sphere. In terms of media he mentioned that there alternative modes of communication other than newspapers……”tea parties”… 

- Commented that it was a similar situation to Zimbabwe, where there was also this creation of leisure space…especially in the form of beer gardens, football and churches.
Thomas:

- Commented that this type of historical research is relevant as it deepens our understanding of the search for collective spaces where people can be empowered…

This discussion on tribes, communities, urban spaces, public spheres helps us understand how such mediated public spaces and urban spaces have been constructed. 

Another interesting aspect is the use and the effects of such moralistic campaigns…….slight parallels/similarities with some HIV-AIDS campaigns today. 
- Commented that the use of the term public could be further explored. Could find more value especially in the historical context (unlike today where the use of public is somewhat limited). Perhaps some more reflection on the distinctions between public - citizens, audiences, consumers etc would be interesting.
Bodil replied stating that her conception of public is more as a political concept. She is seeing the political construction of publics i.e. sees publics and citizens on a same level.

Thomas – interprets public today in a more habermassian way. 

It would be also interesting to look at it from the consumer point of view perhaps…. 

Ullamaja:

- Comments that it is interesting for media scholars to use history.  

Ylva: 

- Echoes Ullamaija’s comments on the relevance of such a historical perspective and adds that it is especially interesting to note the use of Kiswahili, how it has been used by the colonials, and how it has been used in post-colonial history among different countries, how it developed differently. 

Historical research is quite important as it helps to avoid stereotyping African experiences under colonial rule and reminds us that there are quite a lot of differences.

Thomas: 

-Comments that Bodil’s inclusion of cultural geography, of the spatial dimension into media studies is also very important.
11h30 -  Presentation by Nkosi Ndlela



African Idols and the Youth Popular Culture
It is basically a study of the choices made between the local and the global versions of the African Idols shows during the production and the constraints experienced. 
.  

There are 3 variations that are being looked at in particular -  

South African Idol 
The composition of the audience of this show can be said to be basically the same as the composition of Emnet viewers in South Africa – 80 percent white, and 20 black.  But the national population composition is quite opposite. Therefore there were issues of race, what kind of idol would emerge, standards by which they would be judged. 

The definition/identification of pop music is mainly western music. Popular African music is not really included in the definition of pop music. 

Issue of language - linguistic choices posed a problem as well. The are so many languages popularly spoken that the choice of english as the language of the show caused tensions as some would have preferred that zulu etc. 
Furthermore, in terms of songs...the expectation was that mainly english songs would be sung. There was very little focus on african music. Other than one special theme during a single episode that focused on african music, all the other song choices were european. 

There was a disadvantage for contestants who could not speak english very well……and they were voted out early in the programme cycle. 
In terms of style, it was also very American. There were a few contestants that wore African dresses, but they were not popular. 

Thus it can be concluded that on the show South African Idol, it was more desirable to be more European and American in style and presentation rather than traditionally African. 

One notes that in fact, it isn’t local at all – there is nothing that reflects South Africa. 

During the finals, the winner was a white person, which lead to protests that votes were racially biased. This was during the first season. In the following season one of the judges resigned due to allegations of racial bias. 

Afrikaans Idol 
Afrikaans is a language historically associated with apartheid. This show was targeted at all Afrikaans speaking people. It’s aim was to promote Afrikaans culture, thus making it more inward looking as opposed to South African Idol. 

West African Idol
The language of the show is English. It is similar to South African Idol in the sense that it is outward looking as well. 

There is a strong preference for the American style. In fact the judges were even accused of impersonating the judges from the American version of the show.

Contestants who spoke Pidgin English were quickly voted out.
The study focused on the tensions between the local and the global and how it was manifested in the different versions of the Idol show - in terms of language, the judges perception of standards that the contestants should be upheld to, the audiences’ perceptions etc.  

Discussion

Bodil: 

- Comments upon the reputation of S. African pop music in east Africa, where it is extremely popular. It is intersting that it is not reflected in the show in South Africa.. 

- Asks about the Afrikaans show and what role the coloured people of the Afrikaans community play.  Nkosi replies saying that the language was the unifying factor. Everyone, whether black, colored, white, all participated. It was not limited by that. 

Hilde:
- Comments upon Nkosi’s statement that the African culture/music was looked down upon. During her discussions with people in Harare, at first everyone is into western music, Celine Dion is everyones’ favourite, but after a while they admit a preference for African music....i.e. it seems that one can not admit it up front. 

- Nkosi mentions that even in S. Africa, African music is very popular on the ground but the music that is played on most commercial networks is western. Also the aim of the Idol show is to produce someone capable of performing on a global scale, and thus western music does take a natural precedence. 

Oscar:

- Does the lack of popularity of African music reflect the fact that Emnet subscribers are 80% white? Thus, perhaps the show can not be said to reflect the larger population. Perhaps we need to consider it from a different angle. Perhaps it does not mean that African pop music is looked down upon....rather the contrary.

Ullamaija: 

- Suggests that he could elaborate a bit more on the performances as well as the instant celebrity culture aspect. 
- She mentions that in Finland too, the Idol show has the same problem of language choice. 

Ylva: 

- found the online forum comments made by the people on the formats to be a very rich source. It looks like something that can be further explored.  

- Nkosi comments saying that one sees differences between the pan African forum users and the more global groups of people. Most of the comments are made by African living abroad which provide another different perspective. 

Sintayehu: 

- Comments upon how even the comments made by the judges are so direct, which is very unlike the normal African way of addressing people. 

Thomas: 

- Comments on the methodology noting that the response online is from the African diaspora and how it might be more interesting to go into a reception studies in the next phase of research.
Nkosi will be getting into reception studies for the next phase of his study, where he will then focus only on one of the versions of the show. 
Hilde:  

- Comments on the level of generalisation. It is an interesting analysis but there are also some very bold statements. Cites a sentence on page 6 saying youth aspire to fame/film and pop stars as an example of some generalisations made in the study
12h00 – 13h00 : Lunch
13h00 – Presentation by Ullamaija Kivikuru

The Power of the Past. The Journalistic culture drives over ownership form in Namibia and Tanzania
 
(Refer to Annex 2 to see the power-point presentation)
Discussion

Thomas: 

- Comments on how there seems to be a focus on talking to the elite. How does that reconcile with community media which is in a sense directed more towards the marginalised?
Ullamaija responds that there were even elite groups amongst the elite groups. And in addition to that, there was also community media. However, community media has not really taken off in both these countries. 

Bodil: 

- Commented that it was interesting how so many newspapers in Tanzania survived. 

There were many papers, news media in Kiswahili. The Swahili media, most of which were owned primarily by IPP group, rose and fell. 
One of reasons why there were so many, is because with the advent of new technologies, it became easier to print, and therefore a lot of new titles emerged. 

Nkosi:
- Makes a comment in reference to the title saying that the element of journalistic culture is not really conceptualised in the paper.

- Comments that the paper began by speaking of the dichotomy between independent and non-independent media and that this line could be continued throughout the study.
Ullamaija adds that the independent media and state med differed – the independent media enabled entertainment to come up more in comparison to state media, which was quite sombre in its reporting, its choice of political stories…etc.
She admits that she has not developed journalistic culture element very far. She would like to develop upon everyday journalistic practices and addressing people more. 

Sintayehu:  

- Comments upon phenomena of state newspapers staff moving to private newspapers and how they deal with/treat development journalism. 

According to Ullamaija, the definition of development seems to be very much politically oriented. In fact radios seem much more development oriented when compared to the other media.  

- He also commented upon the fact that the independent/private newspapers tend to be mouth pieces of the opposition parties.
Ullamaija states that while this is true, for example in Tanzania, there are so many opposition parties, that the independent  newspapers do not have much of an impact on the ruling party. 

In Namibia par contre, the Namibian can not be said to be the mouth piece of any political party in particular, but the New Era is mainly SWAPO (?). 

Yvla:
- States that regarding Tanzania, she can agree with material presented based on her experiences. 
However it might be dangerous to limit the media-scape, i.e. to say that it is underdeveloped based on this particular type of news media. It might be “old fashioned” and too “western” to make this distinction between entertainment and news media, to say that nothing of significance is going on in the gossip magazines, etc. 

There is a risk of getting stuck in a traditional mass communications perspective on the direction of political discourse.
For example, the magazine Femina is very development oriented and many important issues are being addressed.

Ullamaija clarifies, saying that when she says underdeveloped, she is referring only to the situation in the big towns, and therefore the statement is limited in that sense. 

Ylva, / might be good to broaden the scope and include these angles.
Thomas: 

- Comments on the last paragraph which states that development has disappeared or been beaureaucritised. Has it just moved? Moved to new platforms - new magazines, such as Femina for instance, mobile phones, new media, etc. There is a diversification of media platforms.

Hilde: 

Reflects on Singhas(?). He seems optimistic, but Ullamaija is in general pessimistic in her paper.....how does there reconciliation between the two?
Ullamaija responds that while Singhas is great, he is very unrealistic. 

14h00 – Presentation by Oscar Hemer


The Reinvention of History. A Reading of South African Novels of the Transition

(Refer to Annex 3 for the power-point presentation)
Discussion 
Thomas:

- Comments that it is interesting in the way it weaves the different books together.
Comments on M. Jackson’s study of the use of stories for cleansing etc. 
Mentions that Oscar speaks about the writing of these stories - how does he see the use of the stories by S. African citizens?

Oscar replies saying that he will be moving on to that in the next phase, and see how these stories are being used/told in books, tv, radio etc. However the focus is not on studying the use in a therapeutic way, but more on methodology. He sees it more as an investigation into things that have been suppressed.... in a way to reinvent, rewrite, and reinvestigate history. 
Bodil: 

- Comments that it is interesting writing with the bringing together of five books with a strong central core throughout. Yet one could also question what exactly is the core?
- All five books seem to be about ethnic histories - is that a reflection of present day S.Africa? By using these ethnic stories and tracing history, does that say something about the country today? Does it not go into the identity-culture-falling apart commonalities? 
Oscar replies saying that it is not a project on nation and identity etc. These are just some of the elements present. 
Another point to note is that the legacy of the tragedy of blood goes much further back than apartheid.
Thomas: 

- Referring to Robbins saying that identity is a just a construct, he finds it interesting that there is a need for this construct in post colonial societies.
Oscar comments that trying to building a nation today in S. Africa is more complex in a way than it was in post World War II era in Tanzania for example.  Perhaps that is why the need to forge a common identity is so important today. In S.Africa. he feels that the term reconciliation does not apply, because it was never a country where the different populations lived together, therefore there is nothing really to reconcile, i.e. there has always been a history of separation and war.

Hilde: 

- Comments that it is interesting especially in light of Zimbabwe…...



15h00 – Presentation by Hilde Arntsen 

Struggling with Memories of the Zimbabwean Liberation War: The Feature Film Flame and Some of the Controversies it Raised.

(Refer to Annex 4 for the power-point presentation)
Discussion

Oscar: 

Comments that what happened during the liberation struggle (sexual abuse, etc), is a hot topic in S.Africa as well.  

Thomas: 

- Comments that even though16 yrs have past, but it is still controversial.

- An interesting point to note is that of intention versus reception – i.e. putting out a fictional film that is received as a documentary. 
Oscar: 

- Comments that it is interesting that while a documentary about such issues could not be made, but that such stories could be told and such events disclosed in the form of fiction.
Bodil: 

- Asks for more details on how Hilde plans to analyse the reception of the movie. 
Hilde replies saying that she will analyse all the written material she can find on the film. She has already done a few reception interviews after watching the film, so after a proper analysis of written material, more interviews would be the logical progression. 

Thomas: 

- Talks of the contract between a cultural product and its audience. 

Ylva: 

- Comments that it is an important point to note that the director was not from Zimbabwe herself (she is British).

- Compares this to another film, Darwin’s Nightmare and the situation in Tanzinia...

Thomas: 

- Asks about the reception of Flame outside Zimbabwe.  

Hilde replies that while it has been through the film festival circuit, it has not done well on commercial circuit, mainly due to poor distribution. Countries in the rest of Africa just don’t get the opportunities to view films from different African countries. 

Also mentions that one of the scriptwriters is a famous Zimbabwean author, thus Flame is not entirely a film made from the outside. 

Day 2

7 November 2008,  K3/Malmø University’s Dept of Art, Culture and Communication
10h00 - Presentation by Sintayehu Chanyalew Assefa
Community Conversations on HIV-AIDS – the superman approach?

(Refer to Annex 5 for the presentation)

Discussion

Oscar: 

- Asks for elaboration on the “superman strategy” to which Sintayehu replies that he is referring to the over ambitiousness of the approach. 

Bodil: 

- comments that based on his presentation,  it looks like he has already come to a conclusion. 
Hilde: 

- comments that it in fact looks like two projects as even the theoretical part in itself is large enough to be a research project of its own.  

Thomas: 
- Comments that it could be interesting to use the principles mentioned by the UNDP as indicators during his analysis. 
- Comments that a lot of the grey literature from international agencies seems to be aimed at justifying their actions, that they make it a point to use the key words of development communication. It could be a very interesting study to analyse the grey literature of such international organisation.  
Bodil: 

- Mentions that perhaps an analysis of the policy documents could be very interesting. 

10h40 – Nikita Junagade on the research experience in Burundi.  

11h00 - Presentation by Thomas Tufte 
HIV/AIDS in Your Community. An analysis of essays written by South African Youth.
(Refer to Annex 6 for the presentation)
Discussion

Oscar: 

- Comments that there is a real need to assess how things are moving with HIV AIDS communication. Maybe it would be good to go back to the country now and have another perspective on the community. It would be interesting to elongate the time frame in that way. 

Hilde: 

- Comments that it is interesting that it is treated as a social problem or as part of a larger development problem in general. In contrast, during her lectures at the university she has observed that for many of the students (who are mostly from the health sector), it is primarily a medical problem, i.e. it is a virus and that it needs to be stopped.   

Thomas: 

Mentions that there is a need for more studies that tell us about living with HIV AID, a need for more research that give us narratives from everyday lives that help us inform future initiatives. 

Feels that there is a need for more holistic approaches – approaches that talk about the treatment possibilities, approaches that can communicate that without ignoring the importance of the prevention aspect. 

Bodil: 

- Questions whether the focus on youth in most of these campaigns is really the best thing to do.  The behaviour of young people reflects the behaviour of their parents. Furthermore, regarding the stigma faced by the students, i.e. their experiences in society - that could also be said to reflect the behaviour of others in their communities. Furthermore, most of them live with their families. Thus, should not older age groups also be targeted? People are relational beings, and the family, the generational aspect should be incorporated in HIV AIDS communication campaigns. 

Thomas replies saying that that is a very valid point. There is also a need to look into the institutional explanations behind this as well. 

More about yesu yesu? (?) 

12h00 - Lunch
13h00  -  Presentation by Jessica Gustafsson

Function of Community Media in Urban Slums – an ethnographic study of media production in the slums of Nairobi.

(Refer to Annex 7 for the presentation)

Discussion
Oscar:

- Asks about the fact that kiswahili has been generally regarded as the language of the oppressed. But is Kiswahili the lingua franca in the slums? Are the community radios trying to make a particular point by using that language?

Jessica replies saying that yes, Kiswahili is the everyday language in the slums. Even though most of the youth speak english well, <Kiswahili is the language that they generally use to speak amongst each other.  

Bodil: 

It seems that Kiswahili is quite central – that is has come up from below and become the linua franca. 

Ylva :

- Draws a parallel with Tanzania saying that in the last few years Swahili has become important. In the past, people spoke English, especially in situations where they wanted to impress. It was the cool language. But recently, that has changed, and Swahili is gaining that position.   It is interesting to note how people need to reinvent some kind of modern or new national identity…in this new globalised sector. 

Hilde: 

 - Comments on the four functions of community media that Jessica has formulated – does she not think that other functions such as entertainment….gossip etc  are being missed?

Jessica replies saying that yes, she would like to broaden it a bit.  

Bodil:

- Asks why she does not use the names of radio stations and the interviewees?

Jessica replies that she has not done so far because in her paper, she is Because she is quite critical of some of them, and because some of the people she interviewed are critical as well.   

Bodil suggests that it might be a good thing for the radio station to get named. It would give them publicity and give their reputation a boost. Especially in the case of community radios, they might want the message of their work to be known in the world. It might also be good for informants to have their names linked with such research. 

Thomas:

- Challenges the contention that there is a “community radio boom” in Kenya. In Brazil, for example, there are radio stations in the thousands (?).   It fact, it would be interesting to challenge the hype that so often surrounds community media.  It could also be interesting to see the characteristics of the community media in different contexts, the typology, and how it differs.

It might be informative to look into the situation in Latin America, such as Brazil for example, where there are 3000 legal plus 10000 illegal community radio stations.

Bodil: 

-Comments on the point made about the slum community radios’ interaction with mainstream media. 
It is interesting how they try to incorporate their content into the mainstream media. Community radio could really give the social dimension in the mainstream a boost. It is a way that perhaps community media can make a contribution as well. That angle could be explored further.

14h00 -  Presentation by Ylva Ekström


Internet and the Tanzanian diaspora – the ‘glocal’ 
Formation of Bongo identities.

(Refer to Annex 8 for the presentation)
Discussion
- It takes up the issue of modernity, gender, feminity. Questions how many modernities we have – how there are other modernities, localised modernities….etc
- The popular magazine Femina and how it is accused of being urbanised…

- On the issue of whether to do ethnography or not, as it is a well established tradition in communication scholars now, there should not be a problem using it.

- It is interesting how a distinction is made between mediated experiences versus lived experiences. Ylva makes a point saying that she is also talking about imagined versus real – the dreams and fantasies that can be derived from symbolic materials….
- Does she have a historical perspective? 

There are essays on how the girls’ lifves differs from their mothers’ lives. This therefore provides some elements of then and now. 
- Illuminating the concept of the “others”, i.e. how the young women identify themselves as in opposition to the others is a particularly fascinating aspect of this study. 
15h00 - Discussion on the future of the network 
1. 

The website needs to be more active. One way to increase the activity might be to get more members, and to put links leading to the site on various web pages. 

2. 

A seminar in east Africa should be organised. There may be a possibility of collaboration with Stockholm University on this. Perhaps it might be better to have an initial seminar in Malmo or Stockholm and then follow up with one in east Africa. Should try to link the Nordic Africa Institute to this – see if travel grants are possible perhaps.

Thomas: 
- They are planning a seminar in east Africa for the 2nd half of 2009, and are in the process of identifying 10 individuals to invite as speakers.  

Hilde: 

- The University of Bergen is drawing up a north-south project. They will have a seminar on media and elections in Africa in February next year and are now looking into whom to invite. 

This issue needs to be discussed further. 

Oscar: 

- we should check with Johan. 

Thomas: 

- check budget and timeline.

- the communication studies department and the development studies department at RUC should try to collaborate more. 

3. 
Feedback on the Seminar

Recommendations: - 

- Make it more open to observers?

- Regarding the schedule, an hour for each presentation is very much appreciated as it leaves adequate time for discussion. However 2 days is difficult to fit into schedules.

- It could have been good to have invited someone from east Africa as a keynote speaker who could have highlighted the issues affecting them today and bring out the urgency. 

-The community building aspect was very important and perhaps the most valuable outcome in addition to the academic discussions.

- Need to continue with such activities.

4. Plans for the future 

- Must try to get funding from the Nordic Africa Institute again. We have been one of the most well functioning networks so far apparently.

- Should try get them to see that they need to consider getting a media research program and not just money for a network. That could be set as one of the long term goals of the network.

- Try to become a north south network so that can researchers from Africa may be incorporated.

- A short term goal is to propose a panel and put together a number of papers for a biannual conference in Sweden next year. (which, when where?)

Oscar: 

- Questions the necessity for the distinction between popular culture and culture in the title of the network. That distinction is no longer valid is it not? 

- While it is true that could broaden the scope of the network, but for the Nordic African institute, it was important to have that distinction, i.e. to have the term popular culture in the name. 

- a point is made upon the content of the seminars so far, that it has had a broad scope, in fact, perhaps too broad. But then again, since there are so few researchers in the Nordic countries working in these areas, that so it was good to just get people together and present whatever they are working on.

5. Book project

- they have approached a publisher (Nordicom) who is interested in a book. 

How to proceed: 

- question on whether to send out a general call for papers, or to approach all those who have participated in the last 3 sessions for their paper. A consensus is reached that a general call would be a better idea perhaps as the people who participated could send in modified papers in that case. 

- look into the possibilities of setting up a partnership with an African publisher. 

Timeline: 

- Get the call for proposals out immediately. 

- Possibility of meeting between Thomas, Ylva and Hilde in Bergen in January. This could be the first editing comity meeting. Thus the deadline for the call for proposals could be put for January.  

-The deadline for the articles could be sometime during the next summer. 

- There is unfortunately not enough time to have the book published before the conference in east Africa. 

- Regarding the call for proposals, perhaps it might be wiser to narrow it down. We could try to identify the red threads running through the presentations made in the past 3 years.  It would be a good idea to get a core thematic. 

Perhaps it might be better to decide on a title first. The call could then be formulated accordingly, and thus the papers would fit into this title.

Suggested titles: 

Changing mediascapes in Africa

Kisasa  (?)
